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"A few months later,  
I attended a debate on  

the usefulness of 
humanitarian aid at the 

London School of  
Economics when, almost  
at the end of the session, 

and following a rather 
shallow discussion, a 

Rwandese woman from  
the public took the floor. 

 

‘If I think with my head I tell 
you your aid is useless  
and I ask you to stop  

sending it to us. If I think  
with my heart I beg you  

not to let us down’. 
 

The conference room fell 
into a sudden and heavy 

silence for a few seconds. 
That woman had just 
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summarized in a simple 
sentence all the greatness 

and the misery  
of humanitarian aid." 
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